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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from 
the State of New York. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal Lord God, whose mercies 

never fail, we come into Your presence 
with thanksgiving and praise. We are 
thankful that Your mercy is ever-
lasting and Your truth endures to all 
generations. We praise You that we are 
Your people and the sheep of Your pas-
ture. 

Today, enable the Members of this 
body to experience Your presence and 
to receive Your wisdom. May they re-
ceive these blessings, aware of Your 
counsel that, ‘‘to whom much is given, 
much is required.’’ Bless us and all the 
people of the world today and every 
day. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable KIRSTEN E. 
GILLIBRAND led the Pledge of Alle-
giance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, September 21, 2011. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E. 
GILLIBRAND, a Senator from the State of New 
York, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The acting majority leader is rec-
ognized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, fol-
lowing any leader remarks, the Senate 
will be in morning business for 1 hour 
with the majority controlling the first 
half and the Republicans controlling 
the final half. Following morning busi-
ness, the Senate will resume consider-
ation of H.R. 2832, the GSP bill and the 
vehicle for trade adjustment assist-
ance. 

At approximately 12:30 p.m. there 
will be two rollcall votes in relation to 
the Hatch amendment regarding the ef-
fective date of trade adjustment assist-
ance and the McCain amendment re-
garding a 2-year extension of that pro-
gram. 

Additional rollcall votes are expected 
during today’s session. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business for 1 hour, the time equally 
divided, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 

each. The majority will control the 
first half and the Republicans will con-
trol the second half. 

The Senator from Illinois. 
f 

THE ECONOMY 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, this 
morning we learned that the Repub-
lican leaders of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate have done some-
thing which may be unprecedented. We 
are searching for some example in the 
past when this has occurred, but we 
have learned today that the Republican 
leaders of both the House and the Sen-
ate have sent a letter to Federal Re-
serve Chairman Ben Bernanke ahead of 
the central bank’s 2-day meeting that 
begins today. That letter to Chairman 
Bernanke from the Republican congres-
sional leaders instructs him as to what 
they should try to achieve during their 
2-day meeting. 

A former Commissioner of the Fed-
eral Reserve said this is outrageous; 
that an independent agency such as the 
Federal Reserve, which is operated 
with independence of political impact 
and political pressure over the years, 
would now be receiving direct political 
communications from the Republican 
leaders. 

What is the message from the Repub-
lican leaders to the Federal Reserve? 
The message is, don’t lower interest 
rates. I don’t know if Senator MCCON-
NELL, Senator KYL, Speaker BOEHNER, 
or Congressman CANTOR have been 
home lately. But if they have been 
home and met with local businesses, 
small businesses, they will have 
learned very quickly that it is very dif-
ficult for them to borrow money to sus-
tain and expand their businesses and to 
hire more people. 

As we have a monetary policy which 
allows expansion of these businesses 
and expansion of jobs across America, 
we have an opportunity to try to put 
this recession behind us. So what is the 
message of the Republican leaders to 
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